
Dear [Name], 
When was the last time you made a promise?

Maybe it was to a friend, so that they knew you were there for them. Or maybe it was to your child, who need-
ed reassurance. When you made your promise, you knew you had someone’s back—and best of all, they knew 
it, too.

At Benton Harbor Promise, we are committed every day to work as hard as we can to help as many kids as 
possible get an education after high school. 

And thanks to generous donors like you, we have been able to help more than 240 kids earn 111 degrees and 
certificates after high school in the past nine years. 

Together, we have continued in spite of challenges in the community, including debt, superintendent turn-
over, academic challenges, and questions about the school district’s future. 

That means now, more than ever, thousands of students in Benton Harbor need our help to bridge the gap on 
their behalf. Our resilient and resourceful students are forging ahead to pursue their post secondary aspira-
tions, and we are asking you to stand with us as we persevere right along with them.

Meet, for example, Luis Benitez, a 2016 Benton Harbor High School student. Luis received his associates 
degree in nursing from Lake Michigan College in May 2019, graduating with a 3.2 GPA.  Since then, Luis ap-
plied to and has been accepted into U-M’s Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) program. He started classes 
this fall. 

With the help of the Benton Harbor Promise, Luis has triumphed in spite of incredible odds. And there are so 
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many more stories just like his just waiting to be told. 

That’s why, as we look ahead to 2020, our goal is to support 40 percent 
more students, and give them the tools they need not just to start school, 
but to stay in school. This means continuing to work closely with Lake 
Michigan College, which is helping even more students succeed through 
its Start To Finish program.  

After all, it takes a village to keep a promise. 

In order to realize all this and more in 2020, we need an additional 
$25,000. 

Together, we can ensure kids in our community receive the kind of con-
nected support that lights up the brightest future possible. 

To help us reach our ambitious goal, will you contribute $50, $100, 
$1,000 or whatever you can afford today? 

Thank you for helping infuse our community with new energy and vision 
for education. We are grateful for your partnership and support. 

Sincerely, 

Alloyed Blackmon
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
BENTON HARBOR PROMISE ZONE

P.S. Your gift of $50.00 will cover school entrance fees for one student. 
Please give today. 

OUR IMPACT:  
BY THE NUMBERS
Our work has made a differ-
ence not just for students, but 
for the whole community.

$480,000 
SCHOLARSHIP DOLLARS 
AWARDED SINCE 2011 

$35,000
SCHOLARSHIP DOLLARS 
AWARDED IN 2018–2019 ALONE

10
ASSOCIATE DEGREES AND CER-
TIFICATES EARNED IN 2018–2019

49022
ZIP CODE WHERE ELIGIBLE STU-
DENTS ATTEND HIGH SCHOOL


