
“I don’t go a single day without being thankful for the Promise 
and the opportunities I’ve had.”

Dear [Name], 
When was the last time you made a promise?

Maybe it was to a friend, so that they knew you were there for them. Or maybe it was to a child, who needed 
reassurance. When you made your promise, you knew you had someone’s back—and best of all, they knew it, 
too.

In 2015, our community made a promise to Cole Halterman, who accepted the offer for two years of tui-
tion-free college. Cole recently graduated from Muskegon Community College with an associate’s degree 
and began classes this fall at Grand Valley State University, where he’s working on his bachelor’s degree in 
secondary education.

“I don’t go a single day without being thankful for the Promise and the opportunities I’ve had,” Cole says. 

Since 2015, the Muskegon Area Promise has made it possible for 460 students to live, work, and 
study locally.  

And it’s thanks to generous donors like you that hard-working students have access to the education they 
need to thrive in our new economy. Your support is critical to the continued success of the Promise.

Looking ahead, we anticipate increases in students who are eligible each year, students who  

A PROMISING 
FUTURE FOR ALL.



are accepting the award each year, and students returning for a second 
year to complete their plan of study. We expect these numbers to continue 
to build, right along with the continued benefits to the entire community. 

But in order to fulfill our ambitious vision of ensuring that our Promise 
Scholarship students can continue to earn an education, there much is 
more to be done. And, today, we are asking for your help.

In order to give hard-working students access to the education needed to 
thrive, we are fundraising toward a goal of $100,000. 

Our goal is to support more students like Cole, and to do that, we are ask-
ing you to help us finish the year strong. 

Will you contribute $50, $100, $1,000 or whatever you can afford 
today?

Thank you for helping infuse our community with new energy and vision 
for education. We are grateful for your partnership and support.

Stephen K. Parker
CHAIRMAN 
MUSKEGON AREA PROMISE ZONE AUTHORITY  

P.S. Your support today will ensure hard-working students have  
access to the education needed to thrive.  Please use the enclosed  
envelope to give. 

OUR IMPACT:  
BY THE NUMBERS
Our work in 2019 has made a 
difference not just for students, 
but for the whole community.

506
STUDENTS QUALIFIED FOR THE 
MUSKEGON AREA PROMISE IN 16 
LOCAL SCHOOLS.

$1,756,022
PROJECTED COST SAVINGS FOR 
MUSKEGON-AREA FAMILIES ON 
TUITION AND FEES.

46%
OF ELIGIBLE PROMISE SCHOL-
ARS MADE A DECISION TO AT-
TEND COLLEGE LOCALLY

61%
OF PROMISE SCHOLARS RE-
TURNED TO COLLEGE LOCALLY 
FOR A SECOND YEAR. 


